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PANDEMIC INFLUENZA

A Note From Superintendent Susan Gourley-

     Currently our nation is preparing for the possibility of an influenza pandemic outbreak.  While it is difficult if not impossible to predict when and where the next influenza pandemic will occur, preparedness is the first pillar of fighting any potential crisis of this type. The federal government is urging communities across the country to begin preparations and planning for any imaginable outbreak. 
     I want to assure you that Lincoln Public Schools is participating in local planning efforts to prepare for and respond to an influenza pandemic.  Guided by our local health department, our goal is to establish a calm and well-informed plan of action.  The bottom line, as always, is the safety of our students and staff.   
     Preparation and communication are vital in our efforts. This is the first issue of a new Lincoln Public Schools newsletter, the Infection Control Capsule, which we will use as a means for communicating the latest information about what is commonly called a pandemic flu. 
     Our planning will benefit us in responding to a potential pandemic flu, as well as responding to other types of communicable diseases and community emergencies.  You will find reports of our plans and priorities, as well as suggestions for classrooms, schools and families, in this and future editions of the Infection Control Capsule. 
     We believe the true key to managing a possible pandemic is education. Our goal is not to overreact, or under-prepare. Our goal is to be pro-active, not reactive.    We are dealing with this issue using common sense and calm preparation. Lincoln Public Schools will be ready. 
 

From the Lincoln Lancaster County Health Department –


What is the bird flu?  An infection caused by avian (bird) influenza (flu) viruses.  Infections with these viruses can occur in humans, but they don’t spread easily from human to human.


What is pandemic flu?  A global outbreak of disease that occurs when a new type of flu viruses appears in humans; causes serious human illness; and spreads easily from person to person.  Currently there is no pandemic influenza in the world.


Where can I find out more?  Find information about local pandemic flu planning at www.lincoln.ne.gov, and search on “flu”.  Find useful planning guides for you and your family at www.pandemicflu.gov.  

From the LPS Infection Control Committee – 


Why should we care about the bird flu?  In human populations, no one is immune to the strain of bird flu currently sweeping through bird populations around the world.  There is no vaccine available at this time to prevent bird flu from infecting humans.  The risk of human disease in the United States will increase when birds in the U.S. become infected.  Public health experts estimate this could happen as soon as the autumn of 2006. 


What will happen if the bird flu appears in humans in the United States?  Public health authorities are closely monitoring the spread of bird flu.  If cases of bird flu are identified in humans in the U.S., we may experience a public health emergency.  Many communities may need to respond to an outbreak of new human flu virus at the same time.  Once in human populations anywhere in the world, the new flu virus may spread quickly.  At this point, we would be experiencing pandemic flu.  


What is the school district doing to prepare for pandemic flu?  Our role includes: assuring that all employees participate in infection control practices and make our schools clean, safe, and healthy places to be.  Establishing communication with all employees about pandemic flu so all will know if specific action is needed.  We will educate our employees about pandemic flu preparations at all levels: district, local community, state, and federal.  Policy development will assure the superintendent can take the necessary actions under advisement from the public health authorities help control the spread of disease in our community should they be necessary.
