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Consequences
A student who has poor attendance:

 1.  Misses very important in struc tion al/
ed u ca tion al time with the teacher and 
the oth er stu dents.

 2.  May earn a lower grade, or even 
fail, due to missing the in struc tion al 
time with the teach er and the other 
stu dents.

 3.  May not earn a promotion to the next 
grade level.

 4.  May not graduate, or graduate with 
his/her class.

 5.  May be excluded from school 
ac tiv i ties, such as sports, school clubs, 
cheerleading, stu dent coun cil, mu si cal 
groups, etc.

 6.  May be experiencing more se vere 
prob lems, such as alcohol or drug use/
abuse, emo tion al diffi culties, social 
pres sures, peer/friend com pli ca tions, 
girl/boy friend stress, etc.

 7.  May be referred to the De part ment of 
Stu dent Services at the Lincoln Public 
Schools District Offi ces for fur ther 
as sis tance.

 8.  May be referred to the County 
At tor ney’s Office for truancy from 
school. (State Stat ute 79-201)

 9.  May be referred to the County 
At tor ney’s Offi ce for parental ne glect. 
(State Stat ute 79-201)

10.  May be referred to Child Pro tec tive 
Ser vic es for parental neglect. (State 
Statute 79-201)

All this can happen if a student does not 
at tend regularly. By working together, we 
hope this will be prevented.

Benefi ts
A student who has good attendance:

 1.  Has good self-esteem. Feels good 
about self.

 2.  Has better relationship with parents.

 3.  Has better relationship with teachers.

 4.  Is a positive role model for brothers 
and sisters and friends.

 5.  Has better basic skills (knowl edge) of 
subject matter.

 6.  Is better prepared for tests.

 7.  Earns better grades.

 8.  Is better prepared for next grade level.

 9.  Is likely to earn a promotion to the 
next grade level and graduate.

10.  Is better prepared to enter the job 
market.

11.  Will have a better choice of jobs.

12.  Is better prepared to enter college.

13.  Will have a better choice of colleges.

14.  Is better prepared to enter the 
military.
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R egular attendance at school is 
 crucial in helping students to 
 reach their max i mum academic 

po ten tial. Un in ter rupt ed attendance in 
class allows stu dents to obtain the great est 
benefi t from the school’s in struc tion al 
pro gram. Con sis ten cy in attendance is an 
im por tant habit for students to de vel op.

Nebraska Statute 79-201 states that 
ev ery person who has legal or actual 
cus to dy of a child of school age must 
cause such child to attend school 
reg u lar ly.

If you are unsure of the attendance 
pro ce dures of the school your student 
at tends, contact the school for this 
in for ma tion. Attendance information is 
in clud ed in the student handbook and 
the parent information received from the 
school. You received this in for ma tion at 
the beginning of the school year or when 
you enrolled your student.

If a student will be absent from 
school, all schools request the parent 
or guard ian to call the school offi ce, or 
at ten dance offi ce, that day.

What absences are excused?

Lincoln Public Schools Policy 5140 states: Student illness, parental requests due to fam i ly 
emergency, special family/student need, or attendance at a school approved activity and 
stu dent participation in a school-approved, faculty-sponsored school activity.

What absences may be excused?

Lincoln Public Schools Regulations 5140.1 and 5140.2 (Parent Requested Pre ar ranged 
Absences) states: Parents may request that the student be absent from school for reasons 
such as med i cal and dental appointments, religious observance, court-ordered ap pear ance, 
family trip, college visit, etc. Credit may be granted, provided that ar range ments have 
been made several days in advance of the absence.

What absences are NOT excused?

Oversleeping, car not starting, caught in a traffi c jam, leaving school without permission, etc.

What is a truancy?

An absence which neither the parents, or the school, condones. Lincoln Public Schools 
Reg u la tion 5140.3 states: Principals shall be responsible for classifying absences ac cord ing 
to reason and taking appropriate action for absences due to un ac cept able reasons.

What to do about make-up work?

Students who have had an excused absence will be allowed a reasonable amount of time to 
make up their class work. The student must discuss this with each teacher.

Lincoln Public Schools Regulations 5140.1 and 5140.2 states: It is the responsibility of the 
student to make up work which has been missed because of an absence.

The school staff will support the student’s initiative to make up the work. However, it is 
im por tant to understand that there is no way to recreate an equivalent experience for the one 
pre sent ed in the classroom.


