Artist:
Mary Cassatt


I.  Biography



A.  Born:  
May 22, 1845 (some sources say 1844)  - Allegheny City, 










Pennsylvania



B.  Died:  
June 14, 1926



C.  Culture:  European-American


II.  Style



A.  Art Style:   Impressionism


Impressionism - the use of bright colors and heavy brush strokes to create light         

               



B.  What makes Mary Cassatt’s art work  important?
 She painted women and children in their everyday life.  She was one    of the first Impressionist painters.


III.  Interesting facts:



  Mary loved big hats and horses.  Once while she was riding her horse a 


        snake bit it.  The horse threw her off onto the ground and she was 


        hurt. 



  Edgar Degas was her good friend.  He wrote her lots of letters but she 


       burned them before she died.



C. When Mary told her dad she wanted to be an artist he said “I would 


       almost rather see you dead.”



D.  Mary had 1 sister and 3 brothers.



E.  When Mary was seven years old she moved to Paris with her family.  


        During her life she lived both in the U.S. and in Paris.

F.   Mary often painted her niece Ellen Mary.  Children liked to sit while     she painted them because she would give them chocolate, books and toys.

Art Detective Questions:  (answer #1 or #2 - you don’t need to answer both)

1.    Mary Cassatt painted many pictures of mothers with children.


(answer both A & B)


A.  What is the mother doing that is the same in most of the pictures?

B.  Find two pictures in which it looks like Mary painted the same mother and    child. Write the names of the two pictures.

2.  Find the picture Little Girl in a Blue Armchair (It has a gold star).  Art historians think Mary Cassatt painted part of it and Edgar Degas painted part.  If Mary painted the part with lots of texture which part did Edgar Degas paint?

Art Activity  (choose #1 or #2)
1.  Get together with a friend.   Paint a picture together.  Each of you work on part of it.  Each write a sentence telling about the part you painted. 

2.  Draw a picture of a mother with a child.  Write a sentence telling what are they doing together?
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