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TABLE OF CONTENTS CURRICULUM
Credit: The basic unit of credit in the Lincoln Public Schools is the “credit point.” In philosophy, the 
“credit point” is related to “an amount of learning” the student has accomplished. A class that meets 
for one period, five days per week, for one semester is usually worth 5.0 credit points. In the course 
descriptions, the amount of credit for each course is listed.
For some experiences, “variable credit” is listed. In these instances the credit is directly related to 
the amount of learning a student has accomplished, not the amount of time spent in class. In other 
classes, a range of credit is listed; for example 5.0-10.00. In this situation, students usually enroll in 
the class for one or two periods.
Credit is normally not awarded for repeating a class for which credit has already been earned. Check 
with your counselor for exceptions to this rule.
Grading: Most classes are graded on an A-F basis. Some classes are graded on a satisfactory/unsat-
isfactory (pass/fail) basis. If this special system is used, it is stated in the course description.
In addition, a student has the individual option to select up to ten credit points each semester to be 
graded on a satisfactory/unsatisfactory basis rather than the standard system. A student may, how-
ever, use only 30 credit points of these satisfactory/unsatisfactory options toward the total number 
of hours required for graduation. (Classes offered only on the satisfactory/unsatisfactory basis do 
not count toward the 30 points.)
Class Rank: Class rank will be determined by class rank points. Each course a student takes will be 
assigned class rank points. These points are determined by the grade that the student receives in the 
course and the number of credit hours earned. Weighted courses will receive more class rank points 
than unweighted courses. Class rank will be determined by the total of a student’s class rank points 
and will be placed in order from the highest total to the lowest total. Class rank is figured twice a 
year in February and June.
Weighted Grades: A limited number of classes in the curriculum provide for weighted grades. The 
weighting system used increases the grade point of an A from 4 to 5 points, a B from 3 to 4 points 
and a C from 2 to 3 points. Grades are not weighted below a C. Check with a counselor for a list of 
courses which carry weighted grades. Courses labeled with a (wt) are weighted.
Career Technical Education System: Some career technical education classes are offered for students 
from more than one Lincoln high school in order to improve the vocational education program within 
the district and to provide in-depth career technical opportunities for students in all of the high 
schools. In order to provide these experiences, Lincoln High School is paired with Lincoln Southeast 
High School, Lincoln Southwest High School and Lincoln East High School are paired with Lincoln 
Northeast High School and Lincoln North Star High School.
Adjusted and Differentiated/Advanced Placement Classes: Adjusted and differentiated/advanced 
placement classes are provided for many of the group requirement areas identified in the gradua-
tion requirements and for some electives. Adjusted courses are designed to help students who may 
have difficulty learning in a specific subject area. Differentiated courses are designed for students 
who seek more challenging learning experiences than are provided in the general course. Advanced 
Placement classes allow students to take and pass a test to receive college credit.
Independent Study: Independent study opportunities are available to students who want to study 
an appropriate content area not included in the curriculum or to explore in more depth a content 
area offered in the curriculum. These opportunities may be available in each of the content areas. 
Refer to the general course description for Independent Study found in the Non-Departmental sec-
tion of this handbook.
Interdisciplinary Classes: Staff members have created classes which combine two existing classes. 
Combining the disciplines of English and social studies is a favorite in many schools, but other 
combinations also have been created. These “block” classes offer different amounts of credit, and 
the class periods are longer each day than regular classes. Check with your counselor to see which, 
if any, interdisciplinary opportunities might be available.
NCAA, Division I and II Core-Curriculum Requirements for Student Athletes: College-bound 
student athletes who may be interested in participating in athletics at an NCAA, Division I school 
should check with a counselor to be sure that their course selections meet the requirements for 
participation in NCAA- governed sports. This includes the number of pass/fail courses that may 
meet the school requirements.
Post-Secondary Education: Most post-secondary education require that certain classes be taken 
and passed for admission. Students should check with a counselor for a list of classes required for 
admission to the post-secondary education of the student’s choice.

Prerequisites: Some of the classes listed in this guide require prerequisite(s) classes. Students should 
check with a counselor to find out if a class in which they are interested requires a prerequisite.

All courses in the Lincoln Public Schools are offered without regard to race, color, national origin, 
sex or handicap.
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Graduation Requirements
Graduation from Lincoln Public Schools will require the accumulation of 230 credit hours in grades 9-12, 
subject to the following:
Within the 230 credit expectation for graduation from high school (grades 9-12), certain areas of study total-
ing 152.5 credit hours will be required of students. The credits listed are to be earned by taking courses.
Credit Area Courses and Special Conditions Credits
Applied Arts Business, Family and Consumer Sciences,  15 total (with at
 Industrial Technology  least 5 credits in Fine Arts &
               and 5 credits in Applied Arts)
Fine Arts Dance, dramatic arts, music and visual arts 
Educational and   
Career Planning  2.5
Economics  5
English  30
Oral Communication  5
Human Behavior  5
Mathematics (students graduating in 2010 will need to complete Algebra) 20
Physical Education  7.5
Health  2.5
Science (including 5 hours each of earth science, life science, and physical science) 20
Social Studies Civics 5
 Geography 5
 Government & Politics 5
 Global Studies 5
 U.S. History 10
Technology  10
In addition to accumulating the required number of credit hours, students will also be required to 
demonstrate that they have necessary math, reading and writing skills. Demonstrations and standards 
for successful completion of these skill areas will be developed. Demonstrations may be completed in a 
particular class or through testing.
Credit Area Graduation Demonstration
Mathematics Demonstrate the knowledge and skills necessary to apply basic computational skills 

to problem-solving situations, numeracy, statistics, correlation and cause/effect, 
recognize how numbers are used to influence decisions, and demonstrate the skills 
of first-year algebra.

Reading Demonstrate the ability to read and comprehend newspapers such as the Lincoln 
Journal Star and Omaha World-Herald.

Writing Demonstrate the knowledge and skills necessary to write consistently at a 
predetermined standard.

High School Graduation
Demonstration Requirements

The Lincoln Board of Education adopted graduation demonstration requirements to ensure that all 
students who graduate from high school are skilled in reading, writing, and math. A graduation dem-
onstration is evidence that a stud™ent has reached an expected level of achievement. Listed below are 
ways in which students may meet the three graduation demonstrations.
 Reading Graduation Writing Graduation Math Graduation
 Demonstration Demonstration Demonstration

Course of study statements for the graduation 
requirements can be found on page 28.

A student must dem-
onstrate the ability to 
read and comprehend 
newspapers such as the 
Lincoln Journal Star and 
the Omaha World Herald.

A student may meet the 
demonstration by:

Scoring at a satisfac-
tory level on the Reading 
Graduation Demonstra-
tion Exam.

OR
Scoring at or above the 
70th percentile rank on 
the reading subtest on the 
ninth grade Metropolitan 
Achievement Test.

OR
Scoring at or above the 
70th percentile rank on 
the reading subtest of the 
tenth grade PLAN test.

OR
Attaining a C+ or better 
in the course "Reading 
Advancement." (juniors 
or seniors)

A student must demon-
strate that he/she has 
the knowledge and skills 
necessary to write consis-
tently at a predetermined 
standard.

A student may meet the 
demonstration by:

Scoring at a satisfac-
tory  level on the Writing 
Graduation Demonstra-
tion Exam.

OR
Meeting certain require-
ments for writing in the 
course "Composition,"
"General English or Gen-
eral Communications."

Beginning with the 
graduating class of 2010, 
students must take and 
pass Algebra.
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GOALS FOR STUDENTS
This statement is intended to explain the aims of our school system for students— what we believe 
students should know and be willing and able to do as a result of their education. The goals are to 
be used by educators for planning and evaluating school programs. They are adopted by the Lincoln 
Board of Education on behalf of the community, because the board is considered an expression of 
what people of Lincoln want for their children and youth.
Schools have a special responsibility for education, but they cannot do it alone.
Much of the responsibility is shared with others, especially students’ families—and students them-
selves.
The Lincoln Public Schools intends to do its part by providing the highest quality educational 
program it can within available resources. A quality educational program is suited to the needs 
of individual students and helps them, in ways consistent with democratic values, to realize their 
potential as human beings.
These values require that each student has equitable opportunities for a basic education plus 
some opportunities to extend individual talents and interests. By “basic education” we mean the 
things students learn which enable them to achieve the goals listed below and to continue learning 
throughout life.
To the degree they are able, all students should:
  1. Demonstrate competence and fluency in the essential skills of reading, writing, speaking, and 

listening, in the English language, and mathematics.
  2. Think critically and creatively, using higher order thinking skills to make decisions, solve 

problems, and create new perspectives and possibilities.
  3. Understand the important ideas from the arts, humanities, sciences and mathematics, and 

understand the relationships among them.
  4. Demonstrate the knowledge, skills and attitudes essential for living in a democracy and 

becoming a contributing member of society.
  5. Understand and celebrate the diversity and interdependence of our pluralistic, multicultural 

community, nation and world.
  6. Respect and care for themselves and others.
  7. Respect and care for the natural environment.
  8. Work with others productively and cooperatively.
  9. Develop the skills and attitudes essential to enter the work force.
10. Become lifelong learners.
11. Demonstrate the knowledge and skills essential for achieving lifelong health.
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Course of Study Statements for Graduation Requirements
The course of study statements, listed below, are for students who will graduate from high school. They are provided for planning purposes. As planning proceeds, please keep 
the following in mind:

1. Students must accumulate 230 credits* to graduate from high school. Of the 230 credits, 152.5 must be earned from required courses; 77.5 credits may be selected from a wide 
variety of electives.

2. Not every course option in 9th grade through 12th grade, is listed in the course of study statements. Rather, courses that students typically take are listed in each graduation 
requirement area.

3. University of Nebraska entrance requirements are listed in the areas of science, social studies, math and English. LPS graduation requirements and UNL entrance requirements 
are not the same. UNL requires more credits in the core (English, social studies, science, math and world language) subject areas.

4. A graduation demonstration must be completed sometime in grades 9 through 12 in the areas of mathematics, reading, and writing. 

5. Some LPS courses provide advanced standing or advanced placement at Southeast Community College or other colleges/universities. Check with your counselor for a list of 
these courses.

6. For more information on any course, sequence of courses, or a particular graduation requirement see the appropriate section of this Course Description Guide.

7. Always check with your counselor before making final plans or changing any plans related to courses.

* A full year course grants 10 credits, a semester course grants 5 credits, and a quarter course grants 2.5 credits.

Industrial Technology
Course of Study: Students may enroll in one of the recommended 9th grade courses and then follow in grades 10-12 with other courses of interest.

 9th 9th-12th

Intro Woods/Construction Intro Woods/Construction Applied Residential Applied Cabinet and
Furniture/Construction Furniture/Construction    Finish Construction
  Design   Design  

CAD Tech. Design CAD Tech. Design Applied Architecture/Engineering Trades COOP
     CAD Engineering CAD
 CAD Architecture  Applied Graphics

Manufacturing and Welding Manufacturing and Welding Applied Machine Tool Mfg. and/or Applied Welding

Small Engine Technology Automotive Technology Applied Automotive Technology and/or Applied
  Small Engines and Motorcycles
 Graphic Communications

LPS Graduation Requirement: 15 credits, at least 5 credits in Fine Arts and 5 credits in Applied Arts.

Course of Study: Students take the required credits in Fine and Applied Arts in the curriculum areas of: Drama and Theater, Dance, Music, Art, Industrial Technology, 
Business Education, and Family and Consumer Sciences. A short description of each area is below:

Fine Arts and Applied Arts

Music
Course of Study: Students may choose from a wide variety of offerings in both 

instrumental and vocal music. Courses are open to students by 
grade level, by audition, or by instructor approval.

 9th 10th-12th

Band 
OR 
Orchestra 
OR 
Ensemble

Chorus

Audition or instructor approved courses available to 
instrumental students include: Symphonic Band, Wind 
Ensemble, and Jazz Band.

Many instructor approved or audition courses are 
available for 10-12 grade vocal students. Check with 
your counselor for more information.

Family and Consumer Sciences
Course of Study: Students enroll in one of the recommended 9th grade courses 

and then follow in grades 10-12 with other courses of interest.

 9th-10th 11th-12th

Family and Consumer
Sciences (FCS Indiv)

Teen Issues

Creative Clothing
and Design

Foods and Wellness

Business Education
Course of Study: Students may enroll in one of the recommended 9th grade 

courses and then follow in grades 10-12 with other courses of 
interest.

 9th 10th-12th

World of Business
 
Keyboarding

Computer App.

Business Management Marketing
Business Law Advanced Marketing
International Business Promotional Marketing
Business Coop Sports &
Keyboarding   Entertainment Marketing
Accounting Marketing Coop
Office Technology Marketing Applications
College Accounting 

Infants and Toddlers
Preschool and School Age Children
Child Development Practium
Relationships
Foods and Wellness
Cultural Foods
Food Service
Interior Design
Independent Living
Creative Clothing and Design
Culinary Baking
Science of Food

 
Vo

ca
l  

   
  I

ns
tr

um
en

ta
l

Drama and Theatre
Course of Study: Courses are open to students by interest, by previous coursework 

or by instructor approval. Follow the sequence of courses in 
Theatre or enroll in Theatre courses requiring no previous theatre 
experience.

9th 12th

 Theatre (I) Advanced Theatre Advanced Advanced
  Theatre (II) Production (III) Theatre Theatre
    Production (IV) Company
     (all-city class)

Technical Theatre

Illusion Theatre
(all-city class)

Art
Course of Study: Students enroll in one of the 9th grade choices and then follow in 

grades 10-12 with other courses of interest.

 9th 10th-12th

2-D Design Many course options are available to students in the areas of:
OR Drawing
3-D Design Painting
OR Photography
Beginning Commercial Art
Drawing Jewelry
 Pottery
 Sculpture
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Career and Educational Planning
LPS Graduation Requirement: 2.5 credits

Course of Study: In 10th grade, students take the course Career and 
Educational Planning to complete this requirement.

English Language Arts
LPS Graduation Requirement: 30 credits

Course of Study: Students take 10 credits of English during both 9th 
grade and 10th grade. Students also take an ad-
ditional 10 credits in literature and/or writing elec-
tives.

LPS Graduation Demonstration: Students must demonstrate reading and writing 
proficiency sometime in grades 9-12 in order to 
graduate. Alternatives will be provided each year 
for students to demonstrate reading and writing 
proficiency.

UNL Entrance Requirement: 40 credits. All credits must include intensive reading 
and writing experiences.

 English 9 English 10 A literature/composition course (10 credits)
   OR
   A literature course (5 credits) and writing course (5 credits)

Technology-Computer
LPS Graduation Requirement: 10 credits

Course of Study: Students enroll in one of the 9th grade choices and 
then follow in grades 10-12 with other courses of 
interest.

 9th Grade 10th-12th

 Computer Applications
 
 
 

Social Studies
LPS Graduation Requirement: Civics 5 hours
 Global Studies 5 hours
 U.S. History 2nd Semester 5 hours
 Government and Politics 5 hours
 Geography 5 hours

Course of Study: Students take Civics and Geography in 9th grade 
and follow in grades 10-12 with World History or 
Human Geography, United States History and Gov-
ernment and Politics.

UNL Entrance Requirement: 30 credits, 10 credits from American or World His-
tory, 10 credits in History and/or Geography, and 10 
credits from other social studies courses.

 

 9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade

 Civics World History United States  History Government
 and OR  Politics		
 Intro to Human Geography 
 Geography  
    

Economics
LPS Graduation Requirement: 5 credits

Course of Study: In grades 10-12, students may choose from the eco-
nomics courses listed below:

 Economics, AP Economics, Differentiated Econom-
ics, Economics Perspectives, and /or Applied Eco-
nomics

UNL Entrance Requirement: Economics credit is included as a part of the UNL 
social sciences entrance requirement.

Physical Education
Graduation Requirement: 7.5 credits

Course of Study: Students will enroll in Fitness for Life in 9th grade. 
Remaining credits including elective courses, will be 
taken in grades 9-12.

Oral Communication
LPS Graduation Requirement: 5 credits

Course of Study: Students take the class Oral Communication in 
grades 9-12 to complete this requirement.

Health
LPS Graduation Requirement: 2.5 credits

Course of Study: Students will enroll in 2.5 credits of health education 
during grade 10.

Human Behavior
LPS Graduation Requirement: 5 credits

Course of Study: In grades 10-12, students may choose from the 
courses listed below to complete this requirement.

 Psychology, Advanced Psychology, AP Psychology, 
AP Advanced Psychology, Applied Psychology, 
Sociology, Human Behavior, or Families and Crises.

UNL Entrance Requirement: Human Behavior credits are included in the UNL 
social sciences entrance requirements.

 

A number of courses are available in several different 
subject areas which allow students to complete this 
requirement. Courses such as: Advanced Computer 
Applications, Desktop Publishing, BASIC, CAD Tech 
Design, and Web Page Programming.

Mathematics
Graduation Requirement: 20 credits

Course of Study: Students graduating in 2010 must successfully com-
plete Algebra. 

LPS Graduation Demonstration: Students must demonstrate math proficiency some-
time in grades 9-12 in order to graduate. Alterna-
tives will be provided each year for students to 
demonstrate math proficiency.

UNL Entrance Requirement: 40 credits, beginning with algebra.

 9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade

 Algebra EXT 1 Algebra EXT 2 Geometry EXT 1 Geometry EXT 2

 Algebra Geometry Advanced Algebra Precalculus or 

    Pre-college Math or
    Statistics/Discrete

 Geometry Advanced Algebra D Calculus AP AP Calculus D or
 Geometry D  Precalculus D Calculus

Science
LPS Graduation Requirement: 20 credits

Course of Study: 20 hours including the following:
 •  5 credits in earth science
 •  5 credits in life science
 •	 5 credits in physical science

 In order to take courses in the three areas of science 
required for graduation, it is recommended that 9th 
grade students enroll in Geoscience and Physical 
Science, 10th graders enroll in Biology, and 11th and 
12th graders enroll in Chemistry, Physics, and Sci-
ence Electives.

UNL Entrance Requirement: 30 credits (at least 20 credits selected from biology, 
chemistry, physics and earth sciences). 

 9th Grade* 10th Grade* 11-12th Grade*

 Geoscience Biology Chemistry Anatomy & Physiology
 Geoscience D Biology D Chemistry D Anatomy & Physiology D
 Physical Science Biology Applied Chemistry Applied Animal Behavior
 Physical Science D  Physics Botany
   Physics D Earth Systems
   Physics Applied Environmental Studies
   Astronomy Forensic Science
   Advanced Chemistry Genetics
   Advanced Physics Marine Biology
   Basic Geoscience Zoology	
   Basic Physical Science 	  
   Basic Life Science  
   Basic Body Systems


